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Llanbister Primary School 
Llanbister 
Llandrindod Wells
Powys
LD1 6TN

Tel:  01597 840258	email:  office@llanbister.powys.sch.uk


Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to Llanbister School, Croeso i Ysgol Llanbister. Thank you for taking the time to look at our thriving school. The purpose of this a booklet is to provide you with basic information about your child’s introduction to Llanbister Primary School. Our aim is to make your child’s transition to Primary school a happy and enjoyable experience. In order to achieve this, we try to get to know you and your child and also help you to prepare your child for school. This booklet should run through everything you may need or want to know before your child starts school or could be used as a point of reference thereafter, but please be assured that any queries can be directed to the school through the telephone number in this document, via email or face to face with a member of staff. 

Staff of Llanbister School 

.



Our Vision
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Please scan to watch our vision video here:
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SCHOOL DETAILS AND CONTACTS


Address:				Llanbister C P School
					Llanbister
					Llandrindod Wells
					Powys
					LD1 6TN

Tel:					01597 840258
					07497332624

Email:					office@llanbister.powys.sch.uk

Website:                                                     www.llanbisterschool.com
                                                     

Local Authority:			Powys County Council
					County Hall
					Llandrindod Wells
					Powys
					LD1 5LG
                                                                     01597 826000    



Our School 

Llanbister County Primary School is situated in the village of Llanbister, approximately 10 miles north of Llandrindod Wells and 12 miles south of Newtown. It has a wide catchment area. It has a history as a small village school, which opened in Victorian times with the current school buildings replacing the original Victorian buildings in 1927. In 2009 it underwent a small refurbishment to house modern toilet facilities for both the boys and girls.

The school houses, three well-proportioned classrooms, separate toilet facilities for boys and girls, a staff room and separate office. The neighbouring community hall is used by the school for children to eat their dinner, assemblies, collective worship, PE lessons and concert activities. The school is an English medium community primary school and, currently has 57 pupils aged 4 – 11, organised into three mixed-age classes. Dosbarth Gwenyn caters for the pupils in the Foundation Phase and is supported by two full time teaching assistants. Dosbarth Pili Pala is the year 3/4 class and Dosbarth Gwas y neidr is the year 5/6 class. 

Our outside provision consists of a hard play area to the side of the school and a large playing field which gives the children adequate space to play at break times and after lunch but also provides space for teachers to conduct outdoor learning opportunities. We also have a small grassed area to the front of the school with a canopy covering and this enables our Foundation Phase pupils to access the outdoors at all times.

We have an active playgroup that meet every Friday morning in the Community hall, and pre-school pupils currently access a three-year-old setting in a neighbouring village school in Crossgates.
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The Governing Body

Chair:                                                                                                Kate Bowen 
Vice-Chair:                                                                                       Emma Howells
Head Teacher 			                                                   Mark Hulin Taylor
Parent Governor                                                                           Rebekah Merediith
Parent 	Governor				                        Gerald Hughes
LEA appointed Governor			                        Jenifer Bright  
LA Governor		Rachel Powell
Community Governor			                                      Tina Samuel
Community Council Governor for Llanbister                         Darren Rogers		
Teacher Governor					           Kay Hughes
Learning support staff Governor                                               Sarah Hammond
Clerk to the Governors				           Zoe Burgess











STAFF


Teachers
Headteacher		                                                                 Mr M Hulin-Taylor
Teacher – Dosbarth Gwenyn 				         Miss K Hughes
Teacher – Dosbarth Pili Pala                                                   Miss J Price
ALNC0 & Teacher – Dosbarth Gwas y neidr	                       Miss A Powell
                                                                                         
Teaching Assistants 
Dosbarth Gwenyn 					         Mrs S Hammond & Miss S Wilson
Dosbarth Pili Pala 				                       Miss E Primmer 

Non-Teaching Staff
Clerical Assistant					          Miss S Wilson 
Caretaker						          Mrs E Bowen
Lunchtime Supervisor				          Mrs E Bowen
Lunchtime Supervisor 				          Mrs C Nicholls
Servery Assistant	                                                                 Mrs D Hughson

SCHOOL HOURS


Doors open:                                               09:00
Lessons begin:                                          09.15
Break:		                                          10.30am – 10.45am
Lunch:	                                                        12.00pm – 13.15pm (Dosbarth Gwenyn)
                                                                      12.30pm - 13.30pm (Dosbarth Pili Pala & Gwas y neidr)
Home time:                                               15:30
After school clubs:                                  15:30 – 16:30

SAFEGUARDING
Our main priority is the safety of your child. The school’s Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy outlines these responsibilities. Please visit the school website to view this policy or contact the school for a copy. You can speak to any member of staff in school about any concern you may have. If you wish to speak to a governor about any safeguarding concern please use the following contact information;

Chair of Governors Mrs Kate Bowen - bowenk68@hwbcymru.net
Safeguarding lead governor – Rachel Powell – powellr167@hwbcymru.net

Alternatively, you can contact the front door team at Powys County Council on – 

08450544847

They can offer help and advice on any concern you may have.







CURRICULUM
Improving education is our national mission. Nothing is so essential as universal access to, and acquisition of, the experiences, knowledge and skills that our young people need for employment, lifelong learning and active citizenship. The Curriculum for Wales guidance is a clear statement of what is important in delivering a broad and balanced education. The four purposes are the shared vision and aspiration for every child and young person. The aims of the four purposes are to encourage learners to become:

· Ambitious, capable learners ready to learn throughout their lives
· Enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work
· Ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world
· Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.

In fulfilling these, we set high expectations for all, promote individual and national well-being, tackle ignorance and misinformation, and encourage critical and civic engagement.
A school’s curriculum is everything a learner experiences in pursuit of the four purposes. It is not simply what we teach, but how we teach and crucially, why we teach it.
Curriculum for Wales organises learning around six areas of learning and experience which are:
Health and Well-being 
Languages, literacy and communication
Mathematics and numeracy
Science and Technology
Expressive arts 
Humanities
Each of the areas of learning and experience have been designed to support learners to realise the four purposes of the curriculum, and provides the starting point and aspiration when developing a school-level curriculum. They encompass existing subjects and disciplines, and are intended to promote collaboration and cross-disciplinary school-level curriculum development and design. The New Curriculum is run alongside the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) and the Digital Competence Framework (DCF) providing the pupils the opportunity to apply and develop their skills for learning.
Welsh Language and Cynefin 
Welsh language is taught as a second language to all pupils in Llanbister.  We aim to give pupils a working knowledge of conversational Welsh and use this incidentally around the school building as much as possible. The focus on ‘Cynefin’ or our Welsh culture is a starting point for every topic we do in the school. We ensure that we visit local areas of importance to our school and community and ask local experts in to share their knowledge and experience with us. This enables learners to have a secure knowledge of their ‘Cynefin’ and have a sense of belonging within their community. 

Health and Well-being 
The health and well-being, both physical and mental, of our pupils is of upmost importance to the staff at Llanbister school. We adopt a whole school approach to health and well-being which demonstrates and highlights the importance of positive relationships between children, staff and families. We believe that positive relationships are the bedrock of a positive learning establishment. As a school we adopt a number of ways of promoting health and well-being which include using resources from Jigsaw for the older learners and using Incredible years principles for younger learners. This is then supported by our ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) who then uses more individual, targeted intervention for learners who need it. 

From an early age, staff at the school teach children about positive relationships and healthy friendships. This is revisited annually as children progress through school. When learners reach years 5 and 6 they are given specific lessons on physical changes and puberty. This is done with the class teacher and the school nurse. Parents and carers will be informed of sessions prior to these being conducted and a full timetable of lessons explored with learners are available. 

Sport 
We encourage all children to take part in as many different sports as possible as part of a healthy lifestyle and as a school we try and offer as many experiences of different sports to our learners as possible. Children are offered the opportunity to participate in cluster school competitions for cross country running, netball, hockey, cricket, rugby and football. All children receive swimming tuition from reception to year 6 as part of the school curriculum. Many afterschool clubs offer children the opportunity to play or participate in different sport and we change these termly to offer a wide range of opportunities. 

Additional Learning Needs
Children can have a range of additional needs that when addressed will enable them to become happy, healthy and confident individuals. Children’s additional needs are not always academic and in Llanbister we strive to identify any reason a child may not be reaching their full potential. This could be because of a social or emotional difficulty or a difficulty accessing an aspect of the curriculum. Pupils with Additional Learning Needs (ALN) are often given additional help within the classroom, or are withdrawn to work in small groups or individually. These children are identified by ongoing teacher knowledge and assessment or the children in class and by test data. The school has an ALN Coordinator who facilitates development plans for these children. These plans are clearly communicated with parents on a termly basis and ongoing conversation and reporting about progress happens regularly within the term. We have a teaching assistant who is released from class two afternoons per week to implement any interventions for children who require them. 

Assessment & Reporting
We carry out national tests in reading, maths procedural and maths reasoning in line with Welsh Government requirements. Adding to this the school carries out its own termly ongoing assessments and the results of these are used to help produce a teacher’s assessment of your child’s progress. These are used to reflect on pupil progress and identify learning needs specific to the individual. Pupil progress is reported to parents termly following assessments at parents evening or via a written report. 

School councils
In Llanbister school we give every child the opportunity to take part in a school council of their choice. The councils we run in school include:
· School Council
· Eco Committee
· Healthy School Committee
· Digital Champions
· Criw Cymraeg 

On one afternoon per week we have a committee take over where leaders of these groups plan and lead activities on focus points related to their area of focus. This equips children with skills in leadership and organisation. You can see some of the fantastic work they have done on our website. 

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES


Various clubs are run after school.  The focus of these clubs is not only to further the children’s learning, but also to provide enjoyment and an opportunity to try something ‘new’.  These clubs change from term to term and an updated list of all clubs are available on the school website. 

Various trips and visits are arranged throughout the year to enhance the curriculum and to offer ‘Experience days’. We endeavour to offer experiences to our learners that they may not have had before both inside and outside the classroom. We annually take our year 5/6 children on a residential trip.  



ADMISSION/TRANSITION

ADMISSIONS
Powys County Council Admissions department administers all Powys pupils to Powys schools. These are contained in the document ‘Primary and Secondary School Information and Admission Arrangements’ which can be obtained from the head teacher or via the internet from www.powys.gov.uk under the sections Education and Admissions.
Powys admissions state that pupils now can start at the start of the school year following a child’s fourth birthday”. Please contact the Admissions Officer at Powys County Council for exact dates.

Children who join the school from a playgroup, an early years setting or from home are invited into school for two days before they start full time in the September. This usually takes place in the Summer term in the July before the Summer holidays. Teachers are flexible with days that children wish to attend for transition but are initially offered two Fridays at the end of the term and an open evening to meet the rest of their cohort away from the older children they will share a class with. 

TRANSITION 
[bookmark: _GoBack]During transition days, year two and year four pupils are offered the opportunity to visit the teacher of the next class and have some ‘taster days’ in their new class. Being a small school means that transition between classes within school often goes smoothly as all the children are familiar with all teaching staff and other pupils in the school. 

The majority of children from Llanbister School continue their education at Ysgol Calon Cymru in the Llandrindod Wells campus.  High school teachers often visit the school to prepare the children for the transfer and virtual meetings have been taking place more recently.  To ease the transition, children in Year 6 attend the High School campus for a week in the summer term. Other visits are arranged if necessary to meet the needs of individual pupils.

TRANSPORT
Free school transport, depends on the distance of your home to school. Please check the minimum qualifying distances for Infants/Juniors (which are different) through the LA at County hall or on the County’s website www.powys.gov.uk (education + school transport). The bus/ car will pick them up and drop them off at an agreed point at a set time. To comply with insurance regulations, the driver will only transport pupils they are authorised to do so. 

UNIFORM 
School uniform is not compulsory; however, many parents choose to purchase the red school sweatshirt which has the school logo. Most children wear this with grey or black trousers or skirt. These purchases can be made via the school website and usually have a prompt turnaround. Please ensure your child’s clothing is clearly labelled. In the event of wet weather please supply your child with a pair of indoor shoes/wellingtons and a coat.
[image: C:\Users\Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\IMG_2766.jpg][image: ]


	




P.E 
On days the children participate in P.E. we ask that children arrive to school wearing their P.E kit. This can be their normal school top with jogging bottoms or shorts. Each child will go swimming for a term once a year to the leisure centre in Llandrindod Wells. Children will need to bring their swimming kit in a separate bag on these days. Permission slips will need to be completed for your child to wear goggles. These will be sent out when it is your child’s turn to go swimming. 



SCHOOL MEALS 
Children have the choice of either buying a school meal or bringing a packed lunch from home at lunch time.  Meals are currently being cooked at a local school and brought to the school to be served following a menu drawn up by Powys Catering.  Children are supervised throughout lunch time by our Mid-day Supervisors and a senior member of staff is always available during the lunch time period. The current cost of a school dinner is £2.35 a day, and it is requested that payment is now completed through the cashless system called Parent Pay. Information on how to set this up will be given when your child begins to attend the school. Some families may be eligible for free school meals. Please ask at the school office and we will happily help you with your application. Some examples of school dinners include;

If your child has any allergies please let the school know. 
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MEDICAL NEEDS 
In some circumstance’s children may require to take medication during the school day. If this is required we ask that you fill out a medication form to inform staff of what medication is required, the dosage and when. This will need completing before any medication is administered to children. 

Should a child be taken ill during the day, parents/carers will be informed and asked to collect their child.  It is very important, therefore, that contact details are regularly updated with the school.  It is equally important that you inform us if any of your child’s medical details change.


ACCIDENT REPORTING
All staff hold First Aid Certificates, and are able to deal with minor injuries.  If your child has an accident in school, they will be seen by initially treated by a member of staff and the incident will be recorded in the accident book.  A copy of this accident slip will return home with the child that day. In some instances, if deemed appropriate staff may contact parents to inform them of what has happened. In some cases, the child will be well enough to remain in school, however in some cases we will ask for the child to return home or to be taken by parents to seek further medical advice. 

COMMUNICATION 
A weekly newsletter containing any important or relevant information is e-mailed to parents on a Friday. This will also be available on the school’s website. If you would like a paper copy of this please let school know and we can provide this for you. All school information is held on the website. You can access this here: 

www.llanbisterschool.com

Parents evening is held twice a year, in the Autumn and Spring term, in addition, an open evening is held in the Summer term. Parents also receive a written report of their children’s progress in the Summer term.

The school also has a private Facebook page for parents and carers of children in school. Parents and carers are invited to this page and this includes information about what has been happening in school and reminders for events. Parents are able to post on to this page but we ask that people are very mindful of the content of their comments and posts. Any comment or post that is added to the page that is deemed inappropriate or disrespectful of people’s feelings by the administrators will be removed. If you would like access to this page then please contact a member of staff. 



ATTENDANCE 
We strive for excellent attendance in Llanbister School. If your child is not able to attend school for any reason we ask that you please notify the school office as soon as possible. This can be done in the morning of the absence via phone call or e-mail to the school. Absence for illness or medical reasons is an authorised absence.  Incidental days off and holidays during term time are NOT authorised.  

If a child has been vomiting or had diarrhoea, then it is school policy that the child should not return to school for 48 hours after the last episode of either. 

HWB

HWB is an online platform used by many Primary Schools in Wales. On this learning platform your child will be able to access many useful programmes such as a writing, drawing and data handling tools which are completely child friendly and safe to access. Your child will be shown how to access this in school and shown how to use this safely. Your child will have a unique username and password to access HWB this can be sent home for you to use with your child should you wish to do so. Please ask your child’s teacher for their log in details should you wish to use this facility at home. 

We have several forms that we would like you to complete before your child begins attending the school. You can complete these on paper, alternatively, you can scan the QR code to complete these online.  



APPENDIX 1.
PUPIL CONTACT INFORMATION
We ask you at all times to keep the schools contact information for you up to date. It is vital that we are able to contact you or a designated other at short notice in case of illness or emergency. Should you change a number please notify us immediately. 

Name of Child……………………………………Date completed…………...................

Name of parent / Guardian 1………………………………………………………..........

Relationship to child…………………………………………………………………….

First Contact Number ………………………………………………………………….

Second Contact Number………………………………………………………………

Name of parent / Guardian 2………………………………………………………..

Relationship to child……………………………………………………………………

First Contact Number …………………………………………………………………

Second Contact Number……………………………………………………………...

Nominated Emergency Contact……………………………………………………

Relationship to the child………………………………………………………………

First Contact Number ………………………………………………………………...

Second Contact Number……………………………………………………………..
[image: ]
Addresses for correspondence.

First.						
………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………..

Second.
……………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………….
…………………………………….........................


APPENDIX 2.
LLANBISTER C P SCHOOL HOME SCHOOL AGREEMENT
The school agrees to:
· Teach the curriculum in an efficient and effective way, providing a broad range of educational experiences for your child.
· Inform you of your child’s progress and contact you over any concerns we have over behaviour, attendance or progress.
· Keep you informed about the curriculum and school activities through regular newsletters.
· Encourage the pupils to respect others and their surroundings.
· Promote positive relationships
· Make the school a safe, friendly and stimulating place.

Parents and carers agree to:
· Ensure regular attendance.
· Inform the school of any problems or need your child has.
· Discuss any worries, concerns or problems with a school member of staff as soon as possible. 
· Take an active interest in their child’s life at school.
· Support their child with homework and in other opportunities for home learning.


Signed … … … … … … … … … … (parent/carer)	Date … … … … … … …

Signed … … … … … … … . … … (school) 	               Date … … … … … ……[image: Logo2]
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APPENDIX 3.  
PHOTOGRAPHY AND SOCIAL MEDIA
PERMISSIONS

Could you please indicate you preferences on how images and videos of your child will be used for school use. 

	
	Please tick

	
	Yes
	No

	The school can use your child’s video or photograph for publications made by school for wider circulation such as newsletters, posters and leaflets
	
	

	The school can use your child’s video or photograph for the school website. 
	
	

	The school can use your child’s video or photograph on the closed Facebook group
	
	

	The school can use your child’s video or photograph on Twitter
	
	

	The school can use your child’s photograph to send to any newspaper to show activities that have taken place in school. 
	
	

	The school can record your child for the purposes of distribution – This may include Christmas productions. Eisteddfod recordings or other performances held in school.  
	
	




Parent/Carer signature ………………………………………………….

Date ……………………………………………………………………..
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APPENDIX 4.  
OFFSITE COMMUNITY VISITS

We sometimes take children out of school around the village to complete activities or to conduct work in the local area. Please indicate below if you are happy for us to take your child off-site for activities in the village. If we plan a trip for anywhere outside the village you will be contacted separately and additional permission will be sought. 

	
	Please tick

	
	Yes
	No

	I consent for my child to participate in off site village visits 
	
	




















[image: ]
















APPENDIX 5.  
MEDICATION CONSENT FORM

I/we parents / carers of:

(pupil name) ………………………………………………………………………

Consent to the administration of:

(name of medicine/s) …………………………………………………….............

The dosage is ……………………………………………………………………..

To be given………………………………………………………………………..
(please specify time and before or after food)

The course of medication is to be taken for :

……………………………………………………………………………………
(please specify the period of medication. Eg. 1 day, one week)


Signed………………………………………………..      Date……………………..
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